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Participation Guidelines:

You may choose to be tested in the language you desire (Arabic or English).
The competition will be an Oral Assessment.

You will be tested on the "In the Shade of the Ayat" and
"Quran- Knowledge and Action."

The "What's the Big Idea" is for the sake of understanding the Surah as a whole and will
not be used for testing.

May Allah (Swt) reward you for your endeavor! All the best!
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“About what are they asking
one another? About the great
news” Surah an-Naba’ is
named after the word (an-
Naba') mentioned in its second
ayah, which means (the news).
Do you know what does Allah
(dk) want to tell us here? He
() wants to tell us something
about the Day of Judgment.

GRADE 1

NABA‘| THE GREAT NEWS

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

MA®

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

| always choose to do good
deeds - which Allah (Jl)

loves and commands - so

that He is pleased with me

and takes me to His Jannah.



GRADE 2

MA®

MUZAMIL | FAITH & ACTION
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you who wraps himself [in clothing],
Arise [to pray] the night, except for
a little."The disbelievers of Makkah
were against Prophet Muhammad
(#2). They gave him different
nicknames, then chose to call him a
“magician”. When the Prophet (&)
heard about that he became very
sad, since he was only trying to
guide them to Islam - the religion of
Allah. So, he went home and asked
to be wrapped in clothing. Allah
(dl) revealed to him Surah al-
Muzzammil asking him to arise and
deliver the message to those
people. He ({k) asked him to spend
the night in prayers and reading the
Qur'an, through which he will
become strong enough to face
difficulties and problems.

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

When you are sad, just
remember that Allah () is
with you and near you. Keep

your tongue moist with
Allah’s remembrance. Get to
know Him (Jlls) more, for He
(dle) is with His servants in

difficulty and ease.
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“Blessed is He in whose hand is
dominion, and He is over all things
competent."This surah tells us that
to Allah alone belongs the dominion
of everything in this worldly life and
in the Hereafter. He created the
heavens and the earth, beautified
the sky with the stars, controlled the
birds in the sky, provided for man
the faculties of hearing, seeing and
understanding, and provided for him
food and drink to sustain him - so
since Allah (Jz) alone has the
dominion and He is over all things
competent, He is exclusively worthy
of being worshiped.
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And conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He
is Knowing of that within the breasts.” As Muslims,
we know that Allah SWT knows what we say but also
what is hidden within ourselves and what thoughts
are crossing our minds. Therefore, the Muslim should
only say what pleases Allah (Jlz) and avoid what
dlspleoses Him. )
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if He withheld His provision? But they have persisted
in arrogance and aversion (to the truth).”

Muslims believe that Allah (Jls) alone is the Sustainer
and that no one can stop something gifted to you by
Him. We often think that these bounties come in the
form of money, only. But we should know that Allah
grants blessings in ways such as beauty, health,
happiness, the love of people, and more. We need
to be mindful of all these blessings and know that
they are from Allah (dJz) alone.

MAC



GRADE 4 MA¢
MA’ARIJ | THE ASCENT

IN THE SHADE OF
2815 Llsy Jilo Jlo THE AYAT

“R supElicqn’r asked for a
punishment bound to happen."This
surah was revealed as a response

to those who inquired about the
Day of Judgment and denied the
punishment of that Day. The
disbelievers of Makkah used to
doubt the occurrence of the Last
Day. They believed that there is no
life after death. Allah (Jls)
renounced their claims in this surah
and informed them that His
punishment is bound to happen. On
the other hand, the believers are
advised to do as much good deeds
as they can to save themselves from
the punishment of the Day of
Judgment and to get admitted to
Jannah.

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

Establishing the five daily
prayers on their due times
and with humbleness is the
first thing my Lord will ask me
about on the Day of
Judgement. So, let's ensure
that we perform them
properly as they could be the

reason behind our safety
from the punishment and the
attainment of Allah’s
pleasure with us and His

Jannah.



GENERAL THEME

The Surah revolves around three
main topics. It upholds the
Prophethood of Muhammad ()
and emphasizes his freedom from
what the polytheists accused him
of. Although he had the best
character, the disbelievers of
Makkah denied him. So, Allah (J)
presented to them the story of the
owners of the garden to warn them
the consequence of denying the
blessings of Allah ({z). Then Surah
was concluded with the command
to the Prophet (££) to be patient
with the disbelievers of Makkah and
not to haste to leave them as
Prophet Ylnus (pbuh) did when he
left his people.

GRADE S5

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT

(4) eulac Lgb Llal -JJI 5) “And indeed, you are of a great moral
character.” This is a clear testimony from Allah (i) that the Prophet

(#2) had the best character ever. This implies that he was disciplined
with the teachings of the Qur'an. When Lady ‘Ayshah RA was asked
about the character of the Messenger of Allah ({l), she said: “His
character was the Qur'an,” that is, he did what Allah (Jlz) commanded
him to do, and avoided what He forbade him from doing. Therefore, we
Muslims should have a good example in our Prophet (#£), as our Lord
(d5) instructed us, “There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of
Allah an excellent example” And the Prophet () soud about himself: “
am cen‘clnly senf to comple’re the honorable monners
(17)} Suoman l.g‘m).-ad Igmusl .)I d;a.ll o2 °Ib9.blAS 9hl.||
Indeed, We have tried them as We ’rrled The companions of the garden
when they swore to cut its fruit in the [early] morning.” Allah ()
presented to the polytheists of Makkah the story of the owners of the
garden to awaken them from their haughtiness and delusion. Allah (J5)
tested the people of Makkah with many blessings. He (dlz) gave them
peace, security, and sustenance. He ({ls) caused provision to reach
them from everywhere and facilitated for them the two trade trips of
winter and summer. But when He (dlz) completed His blessings upon
them by sending a messenger from among themselves to guide them to
what is the best for them in this world and the next, they denied these
blessings of Allah (4lz) the same way the owners of the garden did. The
similarity between their condition and that of the owners of the garden
is the refusal to seek the pleasure of Allah (Jlz) and be grateful to Him.

MA®

KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

| must acknowledge the
countless blessings of Allah
by adhering to His commands
and avoiding His prohibitions
and taking Prophet
Muhammad (&) as an
example by obeying Allah
and His messenger and

follow the footsteps of the
Prophet ().




GENERAL THEME

SUrah al-Hujurat presents very important
principles of faith and regulations
relating to manners and discipline of the
Muslims. Some scholars called it,
“Saratul-Akhlag”. It teaches us to respect
and follow Allah's religion and give
precedence to His law over our opinion.
The most important manner a believer
should learn is to respect and appreciate
the Messenger of Allah (%), because
behaving well with the Prophet ()
means behaving well with Allah ().
Also, the surah teaches us how to
interact with people - we don't mock
them, we don't backbite one another, we
don't call each other names, we avoid
negative assumptions, and we check out
information coming from questionable
sources. And we believe that all Muslims
are equal; no superiority for a believer
over another except in taqwa.

IN THE SHADE OF
THE AYAT
‘oS.lsJ dJ.II |9.nJ|9
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(10)}093531 “The believers are buT brothers, so make settlement
between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive
mercy."The believers are declared brothers and sisters - they
cannot be other than that, for whenever this bond of brotherhood
disappears, faith disappears. Eeman is evident in the way we deal
with others, we love and support each other despite our
differences in lineage, color and language. However, if shaytan
causes two factions to dispute, we should hasten to bring
reconciliation between them, to deserve receiving the mercy of

Allah
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(18) 3a> Gale Ui &) “aSudsi ali suc §84581 & ° ‘199588 “O
mankind, indeed, We have created you from male and female and
made you peoples and tribes that you may know one another.
Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.” Allah
() created all humans equal - There is no superiority for a male
over a female, nor for a race or color over another race or color
except in tagwa. Fearing Allah and doing good deeds are the only
factors that would bring someone closer to Allah than someone
else.
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KNOWLEDGE
AND ACTION

If | see two of my friends
disputing or fighting each
other, | try my best to
reconcile between them
both. And | do not speak ill of
one in front of the other, so
as not to let enmity and
dispute be increased
between them.
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paS:JI )J).Q." ‘Whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth exalts Allah, and He
is the Exalted in Might, the Wise."The surah is
opened with the declaration of the exaltation
of Allah (Jz) [i.e., praising Him and
acknowledging Him free of flaws] made by all
in the heavens and all on the earth. And it is
concluded by listing some of the beautiful
names and attributes of Allah (J=) that proves
His being worthy of praise and perfection.
The surah speaks about Allah’s perfect ability
to give help and protection to His believing
slaves against their enemies, even if the
enemy is more powerful. Also, the surah
depicts the unique example of brotherhood in
Islam, found between the immigrants (al-
muhajrtin) - [who sacrificed everything they
used to have in support of Allah’s religion and
His Messenger], and their supporters (al-
Ansar) in Madinah - [who gave the best
example by their sincere generosity]. They
willingly and with love, shared with their
brothers (the immigrants) everything they
owned.

GRADE 7
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(10)“And [there is a share for| those who came after them, saying,
"Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith
and put not in our hearts [any] resentment toward those who have
believed. Our Lord, indeed, You are Kind and Merciful."This ayah
teaches us a du'a [which is transmitted from the Prophet also] to
seek Allah’s forgiveness for ourselves and for those who came to
faith before us. We learn also to ask Allah () to remove from our
hearts envy, hatred and grudges toward our believing brothers and
sisters. Because we like for them what we like for ourselves.
“a i |9.o.||9 28 538 B il bl a0t i6&31 Todals Sui B3
(18)},_,9155.: Ly ) ).u.> aui ,_,I 'O you who have believed, fear Allah.
And let every soul look to what it has put forth for tomorrow - and
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do.”A Muslim
is constantly watching out for his actions and intentions. He calls
himself to account when he falls short of acting good. For he
knows that whatever he is doing of good or bad in this worldly life
is recorded with Allah, the All-Aware. And that Allah (dJ) will
compensate his good act with goodness and his bad act with
punishment and disgrace. So, he should adhere to tagwa and fear

of Allah, the Almighty, in order to be enveloped with the mercy of
Allah (ds).

MAC

Before | sleep, | take note of
what | have done during my
day - | call myself to account
to seek forgiveness of Allah
(dl) for any shortcomings |
committed. | renew my
intention to do more acts of
obedience and abstain from
doing evil acts, all along my

life.



GENERAL THEME

The Strah conveyed to the Muslims
the good news that the peace treaty
of al-Hudaybiyah [set between them

and the disbelievers of Makkah] was a
victory and a conquest. This news
filled their hearts with tranquility and
removed from them the distress
caused by the prevention of
performing ‘umrah. Because of this
treaty, they were able to deliver the
message of Islam peacefully and
widely. Allah became pleased with
those who pledged allegiance to the
Prophet (££) underneath the tree.
They were told that they will soon be
allowed to enter the Sacred House of
Makkah to perform ‘umrah.

(43 Laxss Lagde ali 585 ‘b5 s adni 3915 alls ...
“And to Allah belong the soldiers of the heavens and the earth,
and ever is Allah Knowing and Wise."If Allah () wills something
for His slaves, there will be plenty of soldiers of His who would
carry out His commands as He wills - for He is the All-Knowing -
who knows the limit and capacity of His slaves and their needs.
He is the Wise, Who grants them what benefits them and
chooses the perfect time to fulfil His commands.}...
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(29)

“Allah has promised those who believe and do righteous deeds
among them forgiveness and a great reward."The believer, who
believes in Allah (dlz) alone and seeks to please Him by doing
good deeds, will receive forgiveness from Him. His shortcomings
will be pardoned, and he is promised to receive a great reward
on the Day of Judgment. Therefore, the believer must be heedful
whenever a disobedience is committed; he should remember
that the pleasure of this worldly life is but a short amusement
and that with Allah ({lz) alone is the eternal happiness.

MAC

| always have good
expectations of Allah ({s)
and know that hardships
were placed in my path so
that | learn from them and
they benefit me. There is
nothing decreed by Allah
(dl) for His believing servants

except something good.
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(21)} “And mention, [O N(uhommod], the
brother of 'Ad, when he warned his
people in the [region of] al-Ahqgaf -
.."Surah al-Ahgaf discusses the
message of Prophet Muhammad (&%) in
details - we learn that Allah (dJ)
appointed him as the last Messenger
and sent him to both the men and the
jinn, comprehensively. The messages of
the early Prophets and Messengers
were concluded by the message of
Muhammad (£%). The Story of 'Ad is
presented in this surah as a reminder to
the Prophet (££) that other Messengers
before him faced similar difficulties
while inviting their nations to the
worship of One Lord. So, consistency in
this pursuit along with patience and
seeking the reward from Allah (Jlz) are
lessons to be learned from their stories.

(15)) ... 1838 disndgs b3S adi ailas Ulid] aiigy Homidi Uidss
“And We have enjoined upon man, to his pc]ren’rs, good treatment.
His mother carried him with hardship.."Allah (dls) commands man
to obey his parents and offer them the utmost respect in all
aspects - communicate with them kindly, be in their service
constantly, take care of their needs and try to please them in every
way. After making general command to be good to both parents,
Allah (Jl5) specified the mother with a reminder to her children 1o
be good to her for all the physical effort she endured in the
process of her pregnancy for nine months and for the countless
hours and nights she put into raising them.
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13} “Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then
remained on a right course - there will be no fear concerning them,
nor will they grieve."Allah (k) described those who are firm in faith
- who believed in His Lordship and Divinity and remained steadfast
upon the straight path doing righteous deeds - He described them
as those who do not fear any harm that may afflict them, and they
do not grieve over anything they may lose. That is because they
know that since they are following the right path and doing
righteous deeds, they won't be disgraced; Allah (dl) will protect
them and hep them to put up with the hardships and trials they
face in this worldly life.

MAC



General Theme
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Makkan Surah, full of proofs of eeman. Its aim is
to establish a firm foundation of faith. The surah
elaborates on the distinction between the
believers and the disbelievers and the outcome
of their choice. It consoles the Prophet (&) by
relating to him the stories of the messengers
before him - like the story of the people of the
city to whom Allah (Jl5) sent three messengers
supporting each other, yet they rejected their
messages and refused to believe them or obey
them. The surah also emphasizes the inevitable
occurrence of the Resurrection and the ability of
Allah ({l5) to bring man back to life after death -
as He has created him from nothing in the first
place. The creation of the earth and the universe
is a manifestation of Allah’s (ds) existence; He
() created the day and the night, the sun and
the moon, and made the planets move in their
orbits with great precision. He (dJz) created the
cattle for man and subjected them for their use
(as food and ride) ... in all are signs of the
existence of Allah ({ls) and signs of His perfect
ability.

MAC
In the Shade of the Ayat

(12)y 9;.:.2 gLl ) fL;..ua':i ‘;'u-‘;-’ fj.gé C@.&L;|£§ |933.; L CA:S.;Q ,__,.;93]1 95:‘ O35 ljl5 “Indeed, it is
We who bring the dead to life and record what they have put forth and what they left behind
and all things We have enumerated in a clear register.”Allah (Jz) emphasizes the fact that He
() is the One who will bring the dead back to life once again on the Day of Judgment. The

basis of the judgment will include all that man has done in this life upon the earth and all that he
has sent ahead of him to the Hereafter, knowingly or unknowingly, good or bad. One might say
something or do something, and its effect remains behind after he dies, so all of that will be part
of his account on the day of Judgment. Whoever establishes a good practice [sunnah] in Islam
will have its reward and the reward of all those who act upon it after him. And whoever
establishes a bad practice in Islam will carry its sin and the sin of all those who act according to
it after him. Allah (Jl5) informs us that He (Jlz) keeps track of all things in a complete and

accurate register.

(54)} ;,91&.9.; é:ug L i! ;,5;5:.; }ié '.:u;.! u‘h.::.; éjh; 3 é§JJ‘I’§ So today no soul will be wronged at

all, and you will not be recompensed except for what you used to do.”On the Day of Judgment

no soul will be dealt with unjustly, whether righteous or wicked. For it is the day of justice. No one

will be deprived of the good he earned, and no soul shall bear the burden of another. No
punishment will be greater than deserved, and each will be compensated with exact justice. A

Muslim is not entitled to assume righteousness in some people or wickedness in others, as this

violates the authority of the Ultimate Judge, Allah (dlz), the Lord of the Worlds, with whom no one

shall be wronged.



GRADE 11
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“And gold ornament. But all that is not but the
enjoyment of worldly life."Surah Az-Zukhrut is one
of seven surahs that are opened with the letters of
(Ha Meem). It reminds us of Allah (J5) the Creator,
whose Lordship is undeniable - every sane person
acknowledges it - He (dl) created the heavens
and the earth and subjected them to man.
Therefore, He ({5) is the deity worthy of being
worshiped alone.The surah is named after the
word zukhruf which means (ornament). It refers to
the ornamental decorations people usually use to
beautify their homes. Allah ({s) draws a parallel
by depicting the worldly life as something no more
than a decoration (a temporary pleasure),
whereas the Hereafter is better and permanent -
reserved for the righteous ones.

Knowledge & Action
| will commit myself to always remember

Allah (Jl) and befriend those who remind
me of Him and of the Day of Judgment -

those who help me to avoid wrongdoing so
that | safeguard myself from the evil of

shaytan and become in the company of my
beloved brothers and sisters in Jannah.

MAE
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“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, excep’r for the righteous”Those who
befriend each other in the disobedience of Allah and what displeases Him, will turn to become
enemies of one another on the Day of Judgement, blaming each other for the consequences of
their evil actions and the punishment they will receive. However, the righteous believers are friends
in this world as well as in the Hereafter - they rejoice over meeting each other in obedience to
Allah and what pleases Him [in this world]. And on the Day of Judgment, they will rejoice over
meeting one another seated on the royal beds of Paradise, facing each other.

(36) G2y ) 549 Ubaia 1) paihi o853 83 o Uhad] 085
-“And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the Most Merciful - We appoint for him a devil,
and he is to him a companion.”Allah ({k) decreed that when man becomes heedless of His Lord
(dl) shaytan finds his way to his heart - he commands him to do bad deeds and becomes his evil
partner, whispering evil to him and beautifying it for him. Therefore, it is imperative for a Muslim to
always remember Allah ({s) and draw closer to Him seeking His protection against the whisper
and deception of shaytan and the consequences of the bad deeds.
B%\JQJI P.\Sall b3 <U| Uo)ﬂl w99 dJI glaudul oo 6.}JI Y
“And it is Allah who is [the only] deity in the heaven, and on the earth [fhe only] deity. And He is
the Wise, the Knowing.”Allah () alone is the only object of worship in the heavens and on the
earth. All creatures deify Him, willing and unwillingly. They all are submissive to Him. They neither
can bring themselves benefit nor harm them, nor cause life or death. Allah (J}5) has no partner on
earth as the polytheists claimed when they worshiped the idols and ascribed to Him the angels as
His daughters. And He has no son as the Christians claimed that Jesus is son of God. For He is the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing. He is perfect in His wisdom, perfect in His knowledge, Self-Sufficient, in
_need of no son, no daughter and no partner.}
(20} He=2 3t ')!Ip.bu e.l.gu.ov_u.upe] L ép.é;liilnu.»)llslwgllgllsg
“And they said, “If the Most Merciful had willed, we would not have worshipped them.” They have
of that no knowledge. They are not but falsifying."The polytheists of Makkah said in a sarcastically:
If Allah had not willed for us to worship the idols, we would not have worshiped them. He could
have turned us away from worshiping them. He is aware of what we are doing, and He did not
punish us for that.” Allah, the Almighty, replied: “They are just speculating and falsifying things with
no knowledge.” Their argument is baseless. How could they assume that Allah would will for them
kufr, while no creature can encompass anything of His knowledge!?
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“And gold ornament. But all that is not but the
enjoyment of worldly life."Surah Az-Zukhruf is one
of seven surahs that are opened with the letters of
(Ha Meem). It reminds us of Allah (Jz) the Creator,
whose Lordship is undeniable - every sane person
acknowledges it - He ({lk) created the heavens and
the earth and subjected them to man. Therefore,
He (dls) is the deity worthy of being worshiped
alone.The surah is named after the word zukhruf
which means (ornament). It refers to the
ornamental decorations people usually use to
beautify their homes. Allah (Jlz) draws a parallel by
depicting the worldly life as something no more
than a decoration (a temporary pleasure), whereas
the Hereafter is better and permanent - reserved
for the righteous ones.

MA®

(7631 .33.3 3459 blg.! A g 35 EalLa -.,u‘.o_dlg SAd Ig.»lﬁl u.u.ll a i 32535 “And Allah
increases those who were guided in guidance, and the enduring good deeds are better to your
Lord for reward and better for recourse.”"When the believer seeks the guidance of Allah (J) and

takes the path of righteousness, Allah ({) facilitates it for him and increases the sources of
guidance for him. It is by doing good deeds one will benefit himself on the Day of Judgment and
earns himself the reward he deserves. A disobedient act may seem pleasant, but its pleasure soon
disappears while its consequence stays in this world and will be punished in the Hereafter. On the
other hand, an obedient act may seem hard and tiring, but its hardness soon disappears while its
reward and pleasure remains for ’rhe bellever in this World as well as in the Hereafter.
(9631 3§ a3 (3.&] g FESHRCAY - | Igla.r.g lg.uols UJ.)." UI “Indeed, those who have believed
and done righteous deeds - the Most Merciful will appoint for ‘them affection.”The Believers who
are adherent to doing righteous deeds are promised to be granted the love of Allah (Jz) and the
love of His creatures, as mentioned in the hadeeth: “When Allah (Ji5) loves a servant of His, He calls
on Jibreel (saying), "Indeed, | love (so-and-so), so love him.” Jibreel [will love him and] calls on [the
inhabitants of] the heavens to love him, [they will love him], then love of his will be put [in the
hearts of] the people on earth. And that is the meaning of Allah’s saying; “Indeed, those who have
belleved and done rlgh‘reous deeds - the Mos’r Merciful will appoint for them affection.”

(67 LS s 5 f"‘l 3.-.9 Y a5 i U.uuu)!l )S.U 29! “Does man not remember that We created
him before, while he was nothing?"The ayah presents a logical argument to those who denied the
Resurrection, which is clear to every sane person. The inevitable occurrence of the Resurrection
has been proven here by reminding man of his first creation, which is more impressing than
bringing him back to existence. Allah (Jj5) said, “And it is He who begins creation; then He repeats
it, and that is even easier for Him.” Although for Allah, the Able, everything is easy. For, when He

‘decrees a matter, He only says to it, 'Be,' and |’r is )

(59) L3E ¢ 9.o.b -._99*».9 gl Ig.v.ul 091;o.|| Ig.cbol als ORI e walid “But there came
after them successors who neglected prayer and pursued desires; so, they are going to meet
evil"After mentioning how the Prophets and their guided followers were obedient to their Lord, and
how they would fall in prostration to Allah, weeping. Allah tells us that these righteous generations
left behind them a type of people who were bad. They wasted and neglected salah - they didn't
pray on time or they were not concerned about its quality. And they became so absorbed by their
worldly ambitions. Then soon they will get lost or they will receive the punishment for their evil
deed. Because neglecting Salah is the beginning of the slippery slope. From that point starts the
downfall. Whosoever is neglectful about salah will be more so about anything else. Salah is the
backbone of religion and it is the best act of worship a believer would do.



